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Mr. Steven rogerS:
AP World History  students recently wrapped up an 
intensive analytical unit on the classical civilizations, 
during which they used complex primary and secondary 
source documents to compare how each civilization 
developed economically, politically, socially, and 
culturally. They are becoming familiar with AP level 
document-based questions in which they must refer to 
specific documents to write an argumentative essay in 
response to a question.
World History students are learning about the French 
Revolution and Napoleon. In order to understand the 
causes of the French Revolution, students have created 
a comic strip/storyboard to outline the important events 
that lead to the revolution itself. To study Napoleon, 
students are beginning work on a project to demonstrate 

Social Studies
their understanding of the rise and fall of Napoleon and 
how he left an impact on world history. Students will also 
continue to work with primary and secondary source 
documents to better understand how to write a world 
history document-based question.

MrS. Bruna CapalBo:
U.S. I Honors students systematically learned how to 
write a document-based question essay. They are now 
completing their final drafts of their essay on: “Early 
Jamestown: Why did so many colonists die?”
AP U.S. Government & Politics students have recently 
been assessed on the concepts, content and vocabulary of 
a very complex unit, “Civil Liberties,” in which students 
needed to  know nearly 50 Supreme Court Cases. 

MrS. aMarillyS SChwed:
Biology students are learning the cell and all its parts.  
In order to reinforce this topic, the students created their 
own cells using a lot of creativity. We had plant and animal 
cells that were drawn in beautiful detail in many media 
including posters, 3-D models, a truly artistic painting 
of the cell, and even an edible project: a tasty rice-crispy 
treat cell that was both detailed and delicious.

Environmental Science students will be starting their 
endangered species projects. Each group of students 
will be choosing an endangered species, doing research 
on their populations, and designing campaigns to raise 
awareness about their threats. Perhaps with their new 
awareness of the issues affecting their species, students 
will become more concerned citizens and be inspired to 
do something about the problems facing these species.

Science



2Science (cont.)
MrS. aBigail Bergoffen:
Fort Lee High School’s Innovation and Invention 
class is up and running! Our first project was the design 
and construction of t-shirt launchers. We used this 
as a spring-board to learn about the design cycle, and 
practiced some construction techniques along the way.  
We talked to our ‘client’ (the cheerleading team) about 
what they wanted, and researched projectile motion 
using a computer simulation. Each team then got to work, 
brainstorming some design ideas before using a rubric 
to help decide on the optimal design. Building proved to 
be a challenge as we found problems with our original 
design, and had to make modifications along the way. On 
testing day, we found that our design worked but did not 
launch the shirts as far as we had hoped. We took this as 
an opportunity to cycle through the design process again, 
and we can now launch t-shirts farther than we can throw 
them. Perhaps you will catch one of our launched shirts 
soon at a high school event!

Mr. Kevin oliver:
Human Anatomy & Physiology students just finished 
exploring the skeletal system and all 206 bones in the 
body! They used 3-D models and a life-size skeleton 
to study the location, structure, and function of these 
bones, as well as important joints they form. The class 
also completed research projects on individual bones 
and presented them in the form of online profiles or 
personal ads, personifying a bone and writing a narrative 
about its appearance, hobbies, interests, relationships, 
life in the skeleton, etc. Students displayed a great deal 
of creativity and artistic expression in their writing and 
their “self-portraits.”  Some students even created life-
size clay and papier mache models. The results were 
both educational and hilarious. We are currently studying 

the muscular system by analyzing the histological and 
cellular structure of muscles and how it relates to muscle 
contraction, metabolism, and endurance. In the coming 
weeks, students will be performing lab activities where 
they will be exploring muscle fatigue and the muscle-bone 
lever system.

MrS. Suzanne Keefe-MClaughlin:
Chemistry students have been testing samples of 
different elements to determine if they are metals or 
nonmetals. This is as an activity to introduce the next 
phase of the chemistry curriculum, in which we finally get 
to dive into the periodic table, and what matter really is. 
We are learning why chemistry matters to everyone, and 
what it can help explain to us, such as:
Cooking: Chemistry explains how food changes as you 
cook it, how it rots, how to preserve food, how your body 
uses the food you eat, and how ingredients interact to 
make food.
Cleaning: Chemistry also explains how cleaning works. 
You use chemistry to help decide what cleaner is best 
for dishes, laundry, yourself, and your home. You use 
chemistry when you use bleaches and disinfectants and 
even ordinary soap and water. How do they work? That’s 
chemistry!
Medicine: You need to understand basic chemistry so you 
can understand how vitamins, supplements, and drugs 
can help or harm you. Part of the importance of chemistry 
lies in developing and testing new medical treatments and 
medicines.
Environmental Issues: Chemistry is at the heart of 
environmental issues. What makes one chemical a 
nutrient and another chemical a pollutant? How can you 
clean up the environment? What processes can produce 
the things you need without harming the environment?

World Language
MrS. roCio torreS:
Spanish 3: Students have been reading the real life 
story of Felipe Alou, a famous baseball player from the 
Dominican Republic. In addition to reading about the life 
of the main character, his struggles as an immigrant who 
did not speak English, his family life, and his career as a 
baseball player, we will be reviewing many geographical 
and cultural aspects of the Dominican Republic.
Students will also begin working on Unit 2: Lifestyle and 
Wellness. They  will discuss activities and habits for a 
healthy life. At the end of the marking period, students 
will create presentations based on a brochure advertising 
a plan for exercise and healthy foods.
Spanish 4: Students will begin work on Unit 2: Peace, 
Love, and Harmony. They have been reading Vida o Muerte 
en el Cusco, a fictional story about mother-daughter trip 

to Cusco, Peru. They will review many cultural aspects 
about Peru and compare them with aspects from other 
hispanic countries. At the end of the marking period, 
students will prepare a presentation by creating a menu 
with the traditional foods of Spanish speaking countries.
Spanish 4 Honors: In addition to Vida o Muerte en 
el Cusco, students will read the Spanish version of Like 
Water for Chocolate, by Laura Esquivel, and create a 
project analyzing the various characters and the traditional 
dishes listed in the novel.
AP Spanish: Students will work on Theme 2: Family 
and Community.  They will complete a variety of activities 
in Spanish related to the theme, including reading 
comprehension, auditory comprehension, essay writing, 
recording of conversation and cultural comparisons in 
preparation for the AP exam.



Chinese 2: Students are studying Unit 2: “A Balanced 
Life.” In this unit, they are developing and exhibiting 
attitudes, values, and skills that indicate a positive and 
balanced life. They will be participating in activities 
such as picture prompt reading, cartoon strips writing, 
skits (from our reader: I Love Learning Chinese) and 
projects to describe and discuss our understanding of the 
importance of a balanced healthy life and how it benefits 
them and others.

MrS. franCeSCa Marotta BaCCan
Spanish 3 Honors:  Students will be reading Ferdinando 
el Toro (Ferdinand the Bull) as well as beginning the 
novel, Bianca Nieves y Los 7 Toritos. They are enthusiastic 
about reading a novel in Spanish, as well as learning more 
about the culture of Spain. The discussions will include 
topics about character, choices, and how to treat others. 
Italian 2 Honors:  Students will begin reading the novel, 
Povera Anna. They are excited about reading a novel in 
Italian. Students continue to engage in discussions in the 
target language and extending their reading, vocabulary 
and comprehension skills. 
Italian 3 Honors: Italian 3 Honors will complete reading 
Povera Anna from Level 2.  They are looking forward to 
seeing how this novel will end and are interested in to 
learning more about Italian culture and language. 
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MrS. Suzanne elKheChen:
Spanish 2: Students composed and created a Spanish 
poem, “Calaveras,” based on the Mexican tradition “Day 
of the Dead” by writing a comic or sarcastic verses to a 
friend, family member or a famous person in order to 
become familiar with the way Mexicans celebrate this 
tradition. Students designed their own Calaveras based 
on the person they wanted to honor. 
IB Spanish 11: Students are learning about the 
importance of recycling (in Spanish), categorizing the 
advantages and disadvantages of recycling, and how 
recycling is an effective way to save the planet. They 
are also designing new products from recycled objects, 
brochures, articles and informative presentations to 
educate the community about the benefits of recycling. 

MrS. Kejia lu 
Chinese 1: Students are studying Unit 2: “Our Families.” 
They are communicating about family members, friends, 
and food. We incorporated Thanksgiving into our lessons 
to provide a variety of hands-on activities such as: crafts, 
puzzles, games, reading, and writing. Students described 
what they like and don’t like to eat and drink, tell when 
they have meals with their family, discussed Thanksgiving 
traditions, and compared and contrasted eating customs 
in Chinese-speaking countries with those of the U.S.  

World Language (cont.)

MrS. KriStie han
ESL Biology: Students learned how trillions of cells in 
our bodies along with cells of other organisms are designed 
to carry out thousands of routine jobs, such as creating 
and using energy, manufacturing proteins, transporting 
materials, and many other special duties.  We will also be 
looking at the process of photosynthesis through which 
autotrophs (plants) can make their own food.

Mr. juStin williaMS
ESL US History I: Students are uncovering the major 
economic, political and social hurdles that faced the 
United States after the American Revolution, specifically 
the construction of a new Constitution. In small groups, 
they will be comparing and contrasting varying points of 
view of Federalists and Anti-Federalists regarding their 
ideas on governmental systems, their interpretations of 
the Constitution and foreign policy.
ESL US History II: Students are scrutinizing the foreign 
policy of the United States during the first era of the Cold 
War, 1945-1962, from the Division of Germany/Berlin 
through the Cuban Missile Crisis. This will be completed 
through primary source document reading and analyzing, 
graphs and charts, polls. maps and an oral debate.
ESL World History: Students are composing a DBQ 
response determining the place in history that should be 

reserved for Napoleon, starting from his campaigns in 
Italy/Egypt, to his abolition of the directory and finally 
his European Empire. Students will be utilizing primary 
and secondary sources highlighting the perspectives 
of historical figures of Napoleon’s reign, along with 
contemporary historians and scholars.

MrS. Sun KiM
ESL: Beginner/Intermediate/Advanced classes delivered 
an oral presentation on “The most valuable thing” (No 
smartphones). Many shared stories about jewelry handed 
down from grandparents, letters/notes from parents 
and friends, etc. Alongside students in the Korean 
Bilingual class, they will work on writing a persuasive/
argumentative essay.

ESL/LAL: Students are using workbooks on grammar, 
reading, or writing based on individual needs.

Mr. williaMS and MrS. KiM:
ESL Language Arts Literacy: The class is reading and 
analyzing Old Man and the Sea, by Ernest Hemingway, 
focusing on the major theme of man’s relationship 
with nature. This will be completed by class readings, 
independent readings, small group analysis, oral debates, 
and essay writing.
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Mr. Stephen doMinguez:
English 9: Students are starting Romeo and Juliet, by 
William Shakespeare. This unit will allow students to be 
more active in the classroom through role-playing and 
feeling the rhythm of Shakespeare’s masterpiece.
AP Literature: Students are reading Jeanette 
Winterson’s Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit, a coming-
of-age, autobiographical novel. In various workshops 
students are considering character, plot development, 
symbolism, and other important literary concepts that 
will help them become better analytical students.
AP Language: Students are currently reading selections 
from a text that focuses on life, culture, social media and 
fame. Luvvie Ajayi’s, I’m Judging You, is presented as a 
do-better manual. Students are also composing do-better 
manuals on topics of interest. This is an opportunity for 
teens to help others to become better individuals.
Movies and Literature: Students are finalizing a unit 
on children’s literature and film adaptations. We have 
watched movies adapted from Beaumont’s “Beauty and 
the Beast” and focused on issues of age appropriateness 
and gender. We have also considered the illustrated 
text and how it’s been adapted into films. For final 
presentations, students are selecting different versions of 
old-time, favorite fairy tales and comparing/contrasting 
them to a film.

MS. Sophie KaraBatSoS:
English 10: Students have begun reading the novel, 
When I Was Puerto Rican, by Esmeralda Santiago, and 
will be discussing themes such as: immigration, identity 
and self-discovery, the shift to new culture, and the 
acceptance of multi-ethnicities. We will also be identifying 
key literary terms and defining new vocabulary words as 
we read the novel. 
English 12: Students are in the process of writing a 
comparative film essay where they are closely analyzing 
two different adaptations of Hamlet. They will also begin 
reading Brave New World, by Aldous Huxley, and will be 
exploring themes such as: government, power, identity, 
science, and freedom and confinement.
Journalism I and II: Students are individually working 
on a reseach paper and a visual project on a famous 
journalist (past and present). They will also be exploring 
television news channels, such as CNN, FOX News, and 
local channels including ABC, CBS and NBC, and radio 
broadcasting networks. Upcoming discussions include 
Woodward and Bernstein’s in-depth investigation of the 
Watergate Scandal and subsequent scandals that have 
occurred in American politics as a result of open media. 
Creative Writing (A): Students recently submitted 
their “This I Believe” essay, in which they wrote about a 
personal belief, using examples and personal experiences 
to support this belief. They continue to keep a daily journal 
and are encouraged to use description to expand their 

writing. Students are encouraged to use descriptive details 
to expand their writing and use examples to support their 
ideas. We are also using a grammar workbook to practice 
theri editing skills in order to improve their writing. 

Mr. CharleS SalaMe:
English 12: Students are transitioning to their second 
major novel/play (Hamlet and Brave New World 
respectively). They will be starting their major projects 
for each marking period (Hamlet and Brave New World 
projects include designing a website, creating a dystopia 
of their own, highlighting a timeline of important events, 
and identifying key culture components from the times of 
the literature being written).

Mr. dan Cirone:
English 9 Honors: Students are working on creating 
a “Decision-Making Handbook.” After learning about 
the development of the teenage brain and how teenagers 
value risk versus reward, students will compose a book 
that provides any reader with logical steps to making 
rational decisions. Examples of poor, impulsive decisions 
from Romeo and Juliet will be cited as examples. 

MS. Carlie van patten 
English 11: (with co-teacher Ms. Samantha Flannery) 
Students recently finished the novel, One Flew Over the 
Cuckoo’s Nest, by Ken Kesey. In addition to practicing 
various reading comprehension and critical thinking skills, 
students engaged in multiple hands-on and collaborative 
projects such as “Found Poetry.” Students continue to 
produce writing for their 11th grade autobiography. The 
class will begin Arthur Miller’s, The Crucible, during the 
next few weeks. 
IB English 11: Students are currently reading, analyzing, 
and discussing The Catcher in the Rye, by J.D. Salinger. 
Additionally, students have continued to work diligently 
on various AP Literature test preparation assignments. 
Students in this class are continuously developing and 
enhancing their reading, writing, and discussion skills. 
The next novel to be explored is A Long Way Gone: 
Memoirs of a Boy Soldier, by Ishmael Beah. 
IB English 12: Students completed a detailed study on 
Nathaniel Hawthorne and a variety of his famous short 
stories including “Rappaccini’s Daughter” and “Young 
Goodman Brown.” Currently, students are delving into the 
poetry of the Romantics. First, students were taught about 
the Romantic Era, its importance, and its key players. 
Then, they chose a poem to annotate, analyze, and orally 
present to his/her fellow classmates. Currently, students 
are working on annotating and analyzing their second 
poem. They are also actively preparing for their upcoming 
Independent Oral Commentary and Discussion. This 
required IB assessment will take place during the first 
week of January. 
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Academy of Finance
On October 11, the Academy of Finance held its annual 
9th and 10th grade Parent Night, where parents received 
updates on AOF events and requirements, and were also 
able to network with each other. This year, 8th grade 
parents were also invited so as to gain more interest in the 
Academy.  We had a great turnout with just about enough 
seats for our guests.  
On October 18, the Academy of Finance held its annual 
Freshmen Pizza Party, where 9th graders enjoyed pizza 
while networking with teachers and classmates.  We 
ensured that students were aware of upcoming events and 
we ordered their AOF polo shirts. 
The annual AOF car wash took place on a nice, sunny 
weekend last month. Students from all four grades came 
to help raise money for the program. Students were not 
only in charge of the marketing and advertising for the 
event, but also for the sales and accounting.
Our newest AOF students, the freshmen, began the year 
learning the importance of financial literacy including 
the impact of not being financially literate. They 
communicated their learnings in a properly formatted 
mock business letter to the Secretary of the United States 
Treasury Department. 
After studying the origins of money and banking, the 
students learned about the banking system including 
commercial banks, thrift banks, credit unions, and 
investment banks. Budgeting and budget analysis is a new 
skill for students. The development of a credit history and 
the importance of it was also covered.
Sophomores in the Financial Services course are focusing 
on the financial industry in the United States, including 
types of institutions, both traditional and alternative, 
regulation, and government agencies.  Students just 
completed their first presentation.  Presentation skills are 
an important part of all AOF courses and sophomores will 
be fine tuning their presentation skills this year.  

In addition to learning about finance, Mr. Gehres’ students 
continually improve their writing skills by writing business 
letters and business memos in proper format, reflective 
essays, and research based reports.
While not part of the Academy of Finance, the Future 
Business Leaders of America (FBLA) takes similar interests 
of that of the AOF students to broaden their knowledge of 
business. Students in FBLA compete in various business 
related competitions with the hopes of winning money for 
college scholarships. As of now, FBLA is slated to compete 
in the regional FBLA/PBL competition, FLHS’s Shark 
Tank competition as well as the 2018 Consumer Bowl. 
Part of the Sports & Entertainment Management class is 
to promote school events. After the class learned about 
the 4 “P”s of Marketing and the Marketing Mix, they 
made advertisements for the Harlem Wizards vs Fort Lee 
Faculty basketball game. They also used their newfound 
knowledge of target markets to make their ads focused on 
students at the elementary level as well as parents, which 
is who the class deemed their main demographic was. 
Upcoming events include the 10th grade field trip for AOF 
students to the Federal Reserve Bank of New York and a 
Chipotle Fundraiser on December 13.

Math
Robotics: Four students from the robotics class, 
Makar Abt, Ivan Repin, Max Kasin and Michael Borisov, 
delivered a presentation to the Board of Education 
which demonstrated the district’s STREAM initiative. 
Abt and Borisov had the robots run through a routine to 
demonstrate how the robots move and pick up items. The 
presentation ended with a video of last year’s winners of 
the BotBall robotics competition. 

Algebra 2: Students will be learning how to use a graphing 
calculator. They will learn how to graph equations, use 
the table of values, find the maximum and minimum, 
turning points, and zeros. They will also graph systems 
of equations and find where they intersect. They will also 
learn how to find linear, quadratic, and cubic regression 
equations and determine the best model for the data. 

Algebra 2 Honors: Students are learning how to use 
a graphing calculator to determine the end behavior, 
turning points, and zeros. 

Calculus: Students are analyzing velocity charts. Students 
are using derivatives so solve real-world problems. 

Geometry students are wrapping up Chapter 3, applying 
angle pairs formed by parallel lines.

Finite Math  students are graphing systems of inequalities 
and are solving linear programming word problems.

Algebra 1 students are wrapping up Chapter 2, applying 
concepts of proportions to find percents, finding lengths 
of similar figures, and calculating interest earned. 

The Academy of Finance annual Freshman Pizza Party, held on October 18.
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Theater and Academy of Theater Arts
ATA students had a private performance of Macbeth by the 
Hudson Shakespeare Company. After the performance, 
students worked with Dispatch Combat Collective on 
stage combat techniques. 

PAWS in the Park was a tremendous success.  Thirteen 
ATA students assisted with the day’s festivities by running 
the children’s section which provided face painting, 

The FLHS Marching Bridgemen completed an excellent 
competition season. The schedule got off to a rousing 
start, with the band placing first in group 5A for three 
consecutive competitions, including an unprecedented 
12th Bergen County Invitational championship. 
On October 14, the Marching Bridgemen then finished 
at a solid 5th in the Yamaha Cup Invitational at MetLife 

Marching Band

AP 3D Design:  AP 3D Design students have been 
working on pieces for their online portfolios.  Students are 
currently finishing their “Range of Approaches” work in 
various media and techniques.

Digital Photography: Mr. Galatioto’s students have 
been working on their first set of Photoshop CS6 imaging 
photos and are posting their work on the display board 
across from our room. 
 
Architectural Drawing: The Architectural Drawing 
class is working on the stair-building project.  This allows 
them to be creative in using form and function together.

Arts

Physical Education
The physical education staff is excited and eager to head 
into the second marking period. So far this year, the 
students have participated in our first marking period 
unit which consisted of soccer, football, cardiovascular 
training and Project Adventure. The students enjoyed 
their time outdoors, soaking up the last bit of sunshine 
before winter approaches. 
During marking period two, students will participate in 
playing basketball, volleyball, hockey, yoga and weight 
training. Our goal is to make sure students find at least 
one activity that they can enjoy and be successful with. 
The physical education staff also encourages students and 
parents to stay active and eat as healthy as possible during 
the holiday season. Go out and enjoy the winter sights 

with family and friends by walking, skiing or ice skating. 
You’ll make some memories and burn off the calories 
while you do it! 
Teen PEP (Prevention Education Program) successfully 
performed their first workshop titled “Let’s Wait a 
While: Postponing Sexual Involvement.”  The seniors 
performed in front of all of the freshman physical 
education classes. The workshop included various skits 
and small group activities that equip students with the 
tools to make decisions about postponing sexual activity. 
The next workshop Teen PEP will present will be “Later 
Baby: Pregnancy Prevention.” If you would like more 
information on the program, please contact khorton@
flboe.com or koliver@flboe.com for details. 

tattoos, stamps, pumpkin painting and story-time for the 
children who attended the event.  They raised $500.00 
for the community dog park.

IB FILM: Six films from the IB Film 2 class placed in the 
top ten of the New Jersey Young Filmmakers Competition.  
Shuzo Katayama and Nicholas Eom’s film A Train Ride 
Away won Best in the Fest.

Stadium, besting bands from New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Virginia, Maryland and Connecticut. 
On OCtober 28, at Rutgers University, the band went on 
to place 6th among all group 5A bands in New Jersey and 
finished the season with an outstanding top ten finish at 
the USBands Nationals in Allentown, Pennsylvania on 
November 4.

Architectural Design students, John Choi (grade 10) and Dylan Ercoreca 
Grade 9), building their model during class. 
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Ronika Jain -Grade 12
Elle Jo -Grade 12Rachelo Cho -Grade 12

Lauren Oh -Grade 10Jeannie Chung -Grade 12Alexa Pena -Grade 10

Don Park -Grade 11 Sophia Park -Grade 12

ap 3d deSign - MrS. Kate hetMan

art 2 - Mr. toM Cirone
Surrealistic Media Art Project

art 3 - Mr. toM Cirone
Still Life Transitions Project

Sasha Shin
-Grade 11

Zoe Yeung -Grade 12Tara Bang -Grade 11Soo Jung Oh -Grade 12
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volleyBall

1st Team All-League
Brianna Fornes

Valarie Glass

2nd Team All-League
Isabelle Malinosky

Sophia Park

Honorable Mention 
Maya Sharpe

girlS tenniS 

1st Team All-League 
Ksenija Stokuca

Tiffany Chen
Hwan Lee/Ashley Kim

Kristen Kim/Tori Gartenberg
Peri Vikatos 

2nd Team All-League: 
Jaime Lim/May Goldshmidt

Honorable Mention
Mia Chang 

footBall

1st Team All-League
Taylor Pappas

Zachary Hooton
Roger Hernandez

Haesol Bang
Dwight Kim

2nd Team All-League
Ely George

Erik Holzapfel
Emmanuel Montoya

Honorable Mention 
Joonho Moon

Ivan Jones

BoyS CroSS Country 

1st Team All-League
Julian Aguero
Jose Rosario 

2nd Team All-League: 
Armando Cardenes 

Honorable Mention: 
Jason Lei

BoyS SoCCer

1st Team All-League
Evan Schlatter

Jacob Im
William Kim
Ethan Keller

Michael Duarte
Nicholas Garita

Alexander Gegechkori

2nd Team All-League
Jack Schwartzapfel

Elkin Florez
Junewon Jang
Alkerd Nushi

Aaron Kim

Honorable Mention
Matthew Epstien

girlS CroSS Country

1st Team All-League
Cynthia Aguero

Kaitlyn Shih 

2nd Team All-League
Allison Leung
Caroline Chin 

Honorable Mention
Nicole Cabrera 

girlS SoCCer 

1st Team All-League
Gabriella Garita

Amy Diaz
Tommasina DiMeglio

2nd Team All-League
Sofia Esposito
Sarah Elhomsi

Angelina Vargas
Emily Diaz

Honorable Mention
Natalie Elmers

league 

SCholar-athlete

Junewon Jang

LEAGUE HONORS

 **All sports are “All League Honors, Big 
North Conference” except for football, 

which is the “North Jersey Super Football 
Conference” (NJSFC).

league player of the yearMichael Duarte

Congratulations to all the athletes for a job well done!



December 20, 7:00 p.m. - HS Holiday Concert
January 17, 5:00 p.m. - AOF Outback Steakhouse Fundraiser 
February 1-2, 7:00 p.m. - One Act Play Festival 
February 10, 7:30 a.m. - ACT Testing
February 13, 7:00 p.m. - Honors Winter Concert
February 15, 5:30 p.m. - Chinese Lunar New Year Celebration
February 22, 6:00 p.m. - AOF Shark Tank
February 24, 9:00 a.m. - AOF Basketball Tournament

How quickly times flies! Now that we entered the beginning 
of the 2nd marking period, we can look back and say we 
had a productive 1st marking period.  Parents of students 
in all grade levels had the opportunity to meet with their 
child’s counselor during the Parent/Counselor Breakfasts 
that occurred between September and November.  
Counselors discussed a variety of topics specific to 
each grade level including graduation requirements, 
extracurricular activities,  Naviance website, the college 
application process, and much more.  The feedback from 
parents was powerful and once again we created a strong 
home/school connection. 
During the months of October and November, counselors 
also began conducting classroom lessons such as: the 

Personality Interest Profiler survey which matches a 
student’s personality to an occupation, comparing the 
ACT vs SAT to help clarify which test best suits each 
student, various lessons on Naviance, and Raise.me.   In 
addition, college planning activities kicked into high gear 
as counselors met with students and parents individually 
to discuss grades, GPAs, the college application process, 
and the importance of participating in extracurricular 
activities in order to strengthen college applications.
As we move into the new year, all counselors are looking 
forward to continuing a strong partnership with parents 
and teachers to help inspire and guide students to have the 
necessary tools to become independent, lifelong learners. 
2018 here we come!

Students in all grades have been making great progress 
in fulfilling their community service requirement. So far, 
students have been actively volunteering in the school, 
the Fort Lee community, and in organizations throughout 
Bergen County. Their work has improved Fort Lee and 
the surrounding towns. Keep up the great work! 

Additionally, the high school has run donation drives for 
the United Way of Greater Houston’s Hurricane Relief 
Fund as well as a food drive for the Church of the Epiphany 
in Cliffside Park.
Seniors – Please remember to see Mr. Cuozzo if you have 
not already fulfilled the community service requirement. 

To honor the great history and traditions of our native 
peoples, the Media Center celebrated Native American 
Heritage Month in November. Students created a stop 
decorative bulletin board and book display. Our “Read 
Out” book for the month was Empire of the Summer 
Moon, by S.C. Gwynne. This “stunningly vivid historical 
account of the forty-year battle between Comanche 
Indians and white settlers for control of the American 
West” was a Pulitzer Prize Finalist in General Nonfiction 
and a New York Times Best Seller in 2011 (Scribner).

As the temperature goes south and the landscape looks 
more like the far north, we turn our attention to the 
approaching winter and the literature it has inspired. 
Stop by the media center to check-out our “Winter Tales” 
book display and find a good novel to cozy up with when 
the snow is falling. Whether it’s a thriller like Stephen 
King’s The Shining, or My True Love Gave to Me, a 
collection of twelve holiday romance stories written by 
the most popular young adult writers, we have something 
interesting for everyone.
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